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June 30, 2005 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: MB Docket No. 03-15 
Huntsville Television Acquisition Corp. (FRN 0001-7370-06) 
Station WZDX-DT, Huntsville, Alabama (Facility ID No. 28119) 
Request for Waiver of July 1, 2005 Maximization Deadline 
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Huntsville Television Acquisition Corp. (“HTAC”), 
licensee of WZDX, Channel 54, and permittee of WZDX-DT, Channel 41, in Huntsville, 
Alabama, pursuant to the procedures established in the Commission’s June 15, 2005, Public 
Notice, DA 05-1636.  By this letter, HTAC requests a waiver (in the form of a temporary 
extension of time) for WZDX-DT from compliance with the July 1, 2005 “use-it-or-lose-it” 
maximization deadline (“Maximization Deadline”) established in the Commission’s September 
7, 2004 Report and Order in MB Docket No. 03-15.1  HTAC requests a waiver of the use-it-or-
lose-it deadline for six months (consistent with the duration of a waiver set forth in the Report 
and Order (para. 87) and the Public Notice (pages 1-2)),  even though HTAC currently expects 
to complete the necessary deployment to become fully compliant within fewer than 90 days. 

DISCUSSION 

WZDX-DT was assigned channel 41 in the Table of Allotments established by the 
Commission in Section 73.622(b) of its rules, 47 C.F.R. § 73.622(b) (2004).  Pursuant to a 
construction permit to maximize its digital facilities, granted September 6, 2002, HTAC was 
authorized to operate WZDX-DT on Channel 41 with a maximum effective radiated power 
(“ERP”) of 400 kw at an antenna height above average terrain (“HAAT”) of 518 meters.2  
Pursuant to a grant of special temporary authority (“STA”) subsequently renewed several times, 

                                                 
1 Second Periodic Review of the Commission’s Rules and Policies Affecting the Conversion to Digital Television, 
FCC 04-192, 19 FCC Rcd 18279 (2004) (“Report and Order”). 
 
2 See CDBS File No. BMPCDT-20020708AAU.  
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the Commission authorized WZDX-DT to operate at reduced power.  The initial STA was 
granted May 3, 2002.3  The most recent STA grant was issued, March 30, 2005, with an 
expiration date of July 1, 2005, which coincides with the Maximization Deadline.4  By public 
notice issued June 23, 2005, the Media Bureau announced that WZDX-DT tentatively was 
granted Channel 41 as its permanent digital channel.5 

HTAC requests a waiver of the July 1, 2005 deadline by which station licensees affiliated 
with a top-four network that requested their current digital channel in the digital channel election 
process must construct full, authorized facilities in order to retain interference protection within 
their maximization service areas.6  HTAC has been working diligently to construct full, 
authorized maximized digital television facilities; but, due to circumstances beyond HTAC’s 
control (that is, an unforeseen delay of the delivery of necessary DTV equipment), it is necessary 
that HTAC request a limited extension of the Maximization Deadline.   

Specifically, HTAC’s equipment vendor has recently informed HTAC and confirmed by 
letter (appended as Attachment 2) that the delivery schedule for a required solid state transmitter 
for WZDX-DT has been unavoidably delayed.  As the vendor’s letter explains, HTAC placed an 
order for the equipment on February 28, 2005, which under normal circumstances would have 
provided the vendor sufficient lead time to deliver and complete the on-site installation services 
in advance of the July 1, 2005 FCC deadline.7  The vendor explains, however, that due to various 
issues affecting it, including the availability of components, the spike in demand for transmitters 
needed to comply with the FCC’s deadline, and force majeure events related to what the vendor 
describes as “internal labor disputes experienced with key vendors,” the transmitter HTAC 
ordered in February 2005 for WZDX-DT will not be able to be shipped prior to the week of 
August 22, 2005.  As Attachment 2 indicates, the vendor confirms that the delay was not 
attributable to HTAC, as HTAC had ordered the equipment sufficiently in advance of the 
deadline.  Specifically, the vendor writes: 

                                                 
3 See CDBS File No. BDSTA-20020416ABK. 

4 See CDBS File No. BEDSTA-20050322AJL. 

5 Public Notice: DTV Tentative Channel Designations for 1,554 Stations Participating in the First Round of DTV 
Channel Elections, DA 05-1743, Attachment 1 (June 23, 2005). 
 
6 By separate filing (appended as Attachment 1), HTAC submitted a request to renew for an additional six months 
the STA that HTAC currently holds to operate WZDX-DT at reduced power. 

7 A copy of the WZDX-DT purchase order is appended as Attachment 3, with proprietary price information 
redacted. 
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WZDX-DT placed the order within a time frame to have, under 
normal circumstances, reasonably expected the equipment 
delivered and services completed in advance of the deadline. 
 

HTAC requests the full six month waiver period beyond July 1, 2005, contemplated by 
both the Report and Order and the Public Notice out of an abundance of caution.  The vendor 
states in Attachment 2 that it “anticipate[s]” that the ordered equipment will be available for 
shipment the week of August 22, 2005.  In light of the uncertainty of an exact date from the 
vendor that will allow HTAC to complete deployment of the transmitter, HTAC considers it 
prudent to seek the standard six-month waiver period, even though HTAC hopes that it will need 
fewer than 90 days beyond July 1, 2005. 

The grant of a brief, one-time extension of time will allow WZDX-DT to maintain its 
service protection.  In light of the anticipated brevity of the delay, the actions that HTAC already 
has taken, and the importance of stations maximizing their digital over-the-air coverage, HTAC 
submits that the public interest will be served by grant of the requested waiver. 

Please contact HTAC’s undersigned attorneys if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

                  /s/                                
Kenneth E. Satten 
Timothy J. Cooney 

 
cc:  Rick Chessen 
 Shaun Maher 


















